
 

 

UK & Ireland 2021 Event Cinema Box Office Review – Comscore Movies 
 

Total box office revenue for Event Cinema in the UK & Ireland in 2021 was £6,736,914. While on the surface this 

represented a 44% drop on 2020’s total of £12,126,398, it should be noted that before the initial 2020 COVID-19 

lockdown box office had continued to perform at an outstanding level. 77% of 2020’s box office was made pre-

pandemic, with revenue from January to the date of lockdown up 33% on the equivalent period the previous year. 

2019 had set a record annual box office of £53,717,730. Cinemas remained closed for the first 19 weeks of 2021, 

only opening on May 17th. 2021 saw the lowest Event Cinema revenue since 2011’s total of £5,435,220.  

 

The picture was much rosier in the second half of year, with box office starting to show substantial signs of recovery. 

Comparing the period of July-December, when cinemas were open in both years, box office for July-December 2021 

was 122% higher than July-December 2020. Monthly box office was over £1 million for each of September and 

October. December 2021 was the first month since February 2020 where monthly box office reached over £2 million. 

 

The recovery of the UK & Ireland’s overall cinema box office has been more pronounced. Total cinema box office 

for 2021 was £596,923,252, up 185% on 2020. For July-December box office for all films was up 749%, equivalent 

to 73% of the box office for the same period in 2019. Event box office has so far reached 18% of the record total 

seen in July-December 2019, and 27% of the average July-December total for 2015-2019.  

 

With cinema box office recovering at a faster rate, the £6,736,914 from Event Cinema contributed 1.1% of cinema 

box office revenue in 2021, the lowest market share since 2012’s 0.7%. The figure rose slightly to 1.2% for Q3-Q4. 

This was a significant drop from 2020’s market share of 3.8%, which was the second-highest annual market share 

to date. For Q3-Q4 2020 the market share had been 4.6%. 

 

One cause of the above decrease is that we have still seen comparatively less Event Cinema releases in 2021. 57 

titles were released in the UK & Ireland. There were 60 releases in 2020, while the average number of releases 

from 2015-2019 was 126. The flow of new titles increased as the year went on. 14 of 2021’s new titles were 

released between May and August, but 43 were released between September and December.  

 

In Q3 and Q4 2021, Event Cinema releases made up 11% of the titles released in the UK & Ireland. This was down 

from a share of 13% in the same period in 2020, and 15% in 2019. The overall number of cinema releases 

rebounded from 265 in Q3-Q4 2020 to 432 in Q3-Q4 2021, a jump of 63%. By contrast Event releases rose from 35 

in Q3-Q4 2020 to 48 in Q3-Q4 2021, an increase of 37%. For July-December, there were only 15% fewer films 

released in the UK & Ireland in 2021 than 2019, while there were 35% fewer Event Cinema releases. 

 

The top ten titles of 2021 comprised 68% of the total box office. 2021 was the first year since 2012 without a title 

taking over £1 million in the UK & Ireland. Two titles grossed over £1 million pounds in 2020, both released before 

the initial lockdown. However, comparing the total box office from 2021’s top ten with the top ten post-lockdown 

titles the previous year shows a marked increase from £2,035,210 in 2020 to £4,595,645 in 2021. The 2021 top ten 

grossed 2.3 times as much as the post-lockdown top ten in 2020 and each of 2021’s top five titles would have 

finished in top spot on the 2020 post-lockdown chart.  

 

Encore and repertory screenings played an increased role at the box office when cinemas reopened after lockdown 

in 2020 and we saw this trend continue, to a lesser extent, in 2021. 5% of 2021 Event Cinema box office came from 

titles initially released before 2021. This is lower than the figure of 10% for the post-lockdown period the previous 

year, but 2.5 times higher than the rate in 2019, when that figure was 2%. 



 

A familiar face topped the Event Cinema box office in 2021. December’s Christmas With André was the only title to 

gross over £800,000, while André Rieu’s 2021 Summer Concert also brought in enough to finish in 5th place. 

Trafalgar Releasing had the most titles in the top ten with five, including the number two and three titles, Anything 

Goes – The Musical and Oasis Knebworth 1996. Backing up its success on the Event Cinema chart, Oasis Knebworth 

1996 also had the fantastic achievement of being the highest grossing documentary film of the year in the UK & 

Ireland. The fourth title to gross over £500,000 was another successful effort from Sir Cliff Richard, The Great 80 

Tour following up on Cliff’s 60th Anniversary Tour released in 2018. 

 

Music films and musicals were the dominant trend of the top ten, with nine of the ten films falling into these 

categories, the exception being The Nutcracker from the Royal Ballet, in 6th place. All three theatre titles in the top 

ten, including the National Theatre’s re-release of Follies and Halloween hit The Rocky Horror Show Live, were 

musicals. The earliest releases in this year’s top ten were two concert titles released in the summer featuring rock 

legends and K-Pop superstars, Bon Jovi From Encore Nights on June 10th and BLACKPINK The Movie on August 4th. 

Top 10 Event Cinema Titles in UK & Ireland in 2021  

Data from 1st January 2021 to 6th January 2022 

 

1. Christmas With André (Piece Of Magic): £866k 

2. Anything Goes – The Musical (Trafalgar Releasing): £770k 

3. Oasis Knebworth 1996 (Trafalgar Releasing): £689k 

4. Cliff Richard – The Great 80 Tour (CinemaLive): £580k 

5. André Rieu’s 2021 Summer Concert: Together Again (Piece Of Magic): £499k 

6. The Nutcracker – ROH (Royal Opera House): £433k 

7. Follies – NT Live 2017 (National Theatre): £214k 

8. The Rocky Horror Show Live 2021 (Trafalgar Releasing): £212k 

9. BLACKPINK The Movie (Trafalgar Releasing): £169k 

10. Bon Jovi From Encore Nights (Trafalgar Releasing): £161k 

 

The top-earning distributor of 2021 in the UK & Ireland was Trafalgar Releasing, who also released by far the most 

titles, their 22 releases making up 39% of 2021’s total releases. In November 2019, Trafalgar acquired 

More2Screen, 2020’s highest-grossing UK & Ireland distributor. Trafalgar’s 40% share of the 2021 box office is 

consistent with 2020 results as the combined share of Trafalgar and More2Screen in 2020 was 39%. Piece Of Magic 

was the other distributor to gross over £1 million, thanks to their pair of André Rieu titles. CinemaLive was the 

biggest mover in 2021, rising from 8th place to 3rd, and increasing their market share by 10% to 13%. The Royal 

Opera House remained in fourth place, despite only releasing two new titles. 

 

Vue Entertainment jumped from 10th place to 5th, with a 5% increase in market share. A new entrant this year was 

Magic Light Pictures, whose seven new titles were the second most after Trafalgar. Vue and Magic Light co-

released two titles, which are included in the 2021 totals for both distributors. For the second year in a row 

National Theatre only released two titles, but already have three new titles scheduled in early 2022. Indie 

distributor Modern Films and studios Universal and Disney all entered the top 10 after not featuring the previous 

year. The top ten distributors accounted for 98% of box office, an identical share to 2020. 

 



 

Rank Distributor No. New Titles 2021 Gross £  % Change vs 2020 2021 Market Share 

1 Trafalgar Releasing 22 2,699,446 24.70% 40.07% 

2 Piece Of Magic Entertainment 2 1,365,047 -39.10% 20.26% 

3 CinemaLive 4 859,774 169.10% 12.76% 

4 Royal Opera House, London 2 562,799 -70.30% 8.35% 

5 Vue Entertainment 5 424,168 270.30% 6.30% 

6 National Theatre 2 331,481 -77.10% 4.92% 

7 Magic Light Pictures 7 278,391 N/A   4.13% 

8 Modern Films 1 127,355 2962.90% 1.89% 

9 Universal Int'l 1 66,880 30578.90% 0.99% 

10 Walt Disney Int'l 1 65,200 N/A   0.97% 

  Others 12 157,604 -86.80% 2.34% 

 

Concert films were the most popular genre for the second year in a row. Rock and Pop concerts were the top 

earners, from 13 new releases - the most of any genre. Adding in the takings from classical concerts, concert and 

music films brought in a fraction under 50% of the total box office. Theatre remains the second most popular genre 

with a 23% market share but continues to be most affected by the reduction in available content, with seven new 

releases in 2021, compared to 31 in 2019. There was also a reduction in Ballet and Dance content, with just four 

new titles, down from 11 in 2020, reducing their share of box office from 21% in 2020 to 9% in 2021. 

 

Evidenced by the strong years for distributors Vue Entertainment and Magic Light, Pre-school content was the 

biggest growth area for Event Cinema content in 2021, accounting for 8% of the box office. In 2020 Pre-school 

titles made up only 1.4% of the total market. Box office for Pre-school increased from £174,091 in 2020 to 

£563,917 in 2021, a 224% increase. 

 

Genre 
Total 

Gross £ 
No. 

Titles 

Average £ No. New 
 Top Release in Genre 

Per Title Releases 

Rock/Pop Concert 1,910,782 14 136,484 13 Oasis Knebworth 1996 

Theatre 1,537,037 17 90,414 7 Anything Goes – The Musical 

Classical Concert 1,439,235 4 359,809 2 Christmas With Andre 

Ballet & Dance 622,757 15 41,517 4 The Nutcracker - ROH, London 2021 

Pre-School 563,917 14 40,280 10 The Gruffalo And Zog 

Opera 352,440 18 19,580 10 Tosca - ROH, London 2021 

Documentary 123,081 8 15,385 4 Sir Alex Ferguson: Never Give In 

Film Event 100,167 2 50,084 2 The Human Voice (Plus Q&A) 

Art & Exhibition 84,000 7 12,000 4 The V&A Presents Alice: Curiouser And Curiouser 

Esports 3,497 1 3,497 1 League Of Legends: World Finals 2021 

 

Event Cinema box office has been undoubtedly slow to recover throughout the course of 2021, but has shown a 

promising upward trend in the final four months of the year. Key in this period was the number of titles released 

returning to the pre-pandemic average of 2.5 titles per week, after the earlier downturn in the amount of available 

content. With 32 new titles so far already scheduled on the release calendar for 2022, it is hoped that a more 

regular pipeline of content has been re-established which will continue to draw back returning audiences. 

 

Note: The 2021 date range was Friday 1st January 2021 to Thursday 6th January 2022 (53 weeks). 


